
Introduction

Welcome to another edition of Real Recycling News. It 
is spring and the countdown to the party season and 
Christmas is on, and that means more recycling for your 
crate. 

As the bottles, cans and paper mount up remember 
that you can make life easier for yourselves (and the 
collection staff) by squashing those cans and plastic 
bottles as much as possible. 

All too soon you will no doubt be bombarded with 
Christmas junk mail ï thatôs all recyclable, and donôt 
forget that you can also recycle other paper such as your 
Christmas cards and wrapping paper (after the big day, 
of course!) Just put them in a tied supermarket bag, 
place the bag on top of your recycling crate and let us 
take it all away for you.  

However, if you ýnd it all is just too much for your 
crate, remember that each property is entitled to a 
second crate free of charge ï call your local council 
service centre for more information. But donôt be 
tempted to use a substitute container ï see our 
article on non-regulation containers as to why. And 
of course you can drop your kerbside recycling off at 
Christchurch EcoDepots and other transfer stations free 
of charge.

Summer means one other thing too, especially in 
Christchurch ï norôwester season! Squashing your 
recyclables and weighing them down with your bagged 
papers all helps to prevent recycling from becoming 
litter in your street.

We appreciate all the work you do in preparing your 
recycling, and spreading the word for us. Keep up the 
good work.

Student Competition

Real Recycling regularly conducts research to establish 
if people are aware of how to recycle, and of speciýc 
preparation requirements. Research undertaken over the 
last two years has revealed some speciýc groups that 
might beneýt from targeted promotion campaigns. 

Real Recycling recently trialled a door-to-door promotion 
in two Riccarton streets where there is a high tertiary 
student population. Tertiary students were identiýed as a 
key group to target because they are less likely to have 
had responsibility for preparing kerbside recycling before 
leaving home.

To encourage correct preparation habits, the chance to 
win a $50 grocery voucher was offered to households in 
each street.

Katharina Dºhring and Ellen Visser, two post graduate 
students, helped out with the promotion. They audited 
the recycling crates at the start of the promotion to see 
what was and was not prepared correctly, and then they 
visited each house in the area brieþy to explain how to 
prepare recycling correctly, and why. They found that 
even people who were conýdent that they knew how to 
prepare their recycling still learned something new that 
they had not been aware of.

Kati and Ellen then revisited the streets six weeks later 
for a follow up audit, to see whether any habits had 
changed.

Overall the results were positive, as can be seen from 
the accompanying graph. There was improvement in 
categories which require more effort from all recyclers 
throughout the city, such as rinsing, squashing and 
removing lids. Although the improvement in removing lids 
was smaller than hoped for, greater improvements were 
obvious when it came to rinsing items, and not putting 
non-collectible items in the crate. 

Overall the face-to face approach seems to have worked 
well and, although not practicable throughout the city in 
general, has shown that for some groups this approach 
may be the best way to get the recycling message 
across.

The names and photos of the competition winners are 
posted in the news section of the Real Recycling website.

Student Promotion
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Did you know...

You can recycle 
empty aerosol 
cans?
Remove the plastic 
lid and put the can in 
your Real Recycling 
crate, along with your 
other tins and cans 
ï no need to rinse 
and squash these 
ones though!

Only unbroken 
household glass 
jars and bottles are 
accepted for recycling? 
Other types of glass (e.g. 
light bulbs, windows, 
mirrors) have a different 
chemical composition 
from household containers 
and therefore donôt melt 
at the same temperature. 
Ceramics and china are 
not accepted for recycling 
either.
Glass sent for recycling 
must not be contaminated with such material. If there 
is more than 5% contamination in the container the 
entire shipment will be rejected. 
Broken glass is not acceptable either (because of 
health & safety issues) and should be wrapped well 
and put in with your refuse. 

Your recycling must be out by 7:30am 
(Christchurch City) or 8am (Waimakariri)? 
If not, it may miss the collection. If your recycling 
is collected in the evening, it must be out before 
5:30pm. Please ensure that your recycling crate is at 
the kerbside at the correct time. 

For more information visit www.realrecycling.com

New óNon-Regulation Containerô Stickers 

Real Recycling recently introduced a new yellow sticker 
which deals with recycling placed in non regulation 
containers. Some residents put recycling out in 
containers other than an ofýcial recycling crate, and 
these containers are often difýcult to collect. Cardboard 
boxes, for instance, 
become damp and can 
collapse when picked up, 
spilling their contents 
over the footpath and 
creating safety issues for 
the collectors.  
 
The recycling collectors 
will no longer be 
collecting these 
containers. While this 
may seem to be a 
change in the rules, 
in fact the collection 
policy has existed for 
years. Previously some of the collection staff had taken 
non-regulation containers in order to clear the streets, 
but now volume and injury issues have forced a more 
consistent application of the órecycling crate onlyô policy.

The new sticker explains why the container was not 
emptied, and advises residents what they should do with 
their recycling: remove the item(s) from the street, place 
it in an ofýcial Real Recycling crate and put it out on the 
next collection day. All kerbside recycling can also be 
dropped off at Christchurch EcoDepots and other transfer 
stations free of charge.

EcoDepots are located at:    
 Å Metro Place, Bromley    
 Å Styx Mill Rd, Redwood   
 Å Parkhouse Rd, Sockburn 
  
Transfer stations are located at:
 Å Onawe Rd, Barryôs Bay
 Å High St, Oxford
 Å Flaxton Rd, Southbrook

If you should have more items than will ýt in your Council 
crate simply go to your local council service centre where 
you may be entitled to collect a second crate free of 
charge.  Every property in Christchurch and Waimakariri 
is entitled to two free recycling crates. Additional crates 
can also be purchased from the Council service centres. 

For more information on how to prepare your recycling 
correctly, and why to prepare it this way, check out the 
FAQs on the Real Recycling website.

Watch out for EcoExpo

The environment and sustainability are hot topics these 
days. If you want to ýnd out more about a range of 
subjects related to both these topics, then pencil the 
ýrst EcoExpo to be held in Christchurch into your diary. 
It will run on the weekend of 10-11 November, 2007. 
There will be a range of exhibits, and a number of 
workshops and seminars on offer ï including one on 
kerbside recycling, and what happens to the recycling 
once it leaves your gate. Details are posted on the 
www.ecoexpo.co.nz site.
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